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Dune Construction Complete as 
Two Dredges Accelerate Progress 
The 2026 Buxton Beach Renourishment Project has 
reached another important milestone with completion 
of the protective dune along the southern portion of the 
project area. With the protective dune complete, Great 
Lakes Dredge & Dock Company (GLDD) is now focused 
on completing the beach berm along the southern 
portion of the project area, where oceanfront homes 
are concentrated, before advancing northward to 
complete the remaining nourishment. The hopper 
dredges Liberty Island and Amelia Island are now  
both working on the project, increasing production  
as construction progresses toward the planned 
2.0-million-cubic-yard total. Weather permitting, GLDD 
continues to anticipate completing beach nourishment 
by the end of September.  
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2026 Buxton Beach Renourishment 

August 18, 2026 – Crews begin constructing the 
beach berm along the southern portion of the 
project area, adding sand seaward of the newly 
completed dune. 
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New Dune Strengthens Shoreline Protection 
Crews completed dune construction on Friday, August 14th, along the southern portion of the project area, 
providing an added buffer for oceanfront homes and structures particularly vulnerable to storms and erosion. 
The completed dune strengthens the shoreline and provides an important first line of defense against future 
storm impacts. Now that the entire developed Buxton shoreline has a dune in place, crews will work seaward of 
the dune to construct the full width of dry sand beach as designed and permitted. The final high-water contour 
will be located at least 200 ft seaward of the newly-constructed dune. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

August 24, 2026 – Crews continue building the 
beach berm to its full design width seaward of the 
newly-constructed dune along Buxton. 

August 24, 2026 – Both the Liberty Island and 
Amelia Island dredges are now on site to help 
construct the beach as quickly as possible. 
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Dual Dredge Operations Underway 
GLDD’s hopper dredge Liberty Island temporarily departed Buxton on August 18th for scheduled maintenance and 
inspection, returning to the project site and resumed digging before dawn on Friday, August 21st. Early Monday 
morning, August 24th, Amelia Island arrived in Buxton to join Liberty Island and expand nourishment operations. 

With both dredges now on site, operations will focus on building out the remaining beach berm along the southern 
portion of the project area. Once this work is complete, dredging operations will resume northward to complete 
the remaining sections of the 2.9-mile project.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 22, 2026 – Before Nourishment: Aerial view 
of southern Buxton showing the severely eroded 
shoreline, exposed sandbags, and limited beach 
protecting oceanfront properties. 

August 24, 2026 – Nourishment Underway: 
The same section of shoreline following dune 
construction, as crews build out the beach berm. 
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Beach Access & Construction Safety 
As nourishment advances through Buxton, completed 
sections of beach are generally reopened within 24 hours 
after construction moves beyond an area, while active work 
zones remain temporarily closed for safety. Individual 
oceanfront properties typically experience construction 
activity for approximately 2–3 days. Beachgoers should 
observe posted closures and follow directions from project 
personnel near active work areas. 

Construction vehicles and equipment will continue to 
operate near staging areas at the Fessenden Center, Cape 
Court, and the southern end of Old Lighthouse Road. 
Residents and visitors should use caution around these 
areas and remain alert for truck traffic, backup alarms, and 
nighttime construction activity. 

Construction Progress Map 
Weather permitting, GLDD anticipates completing the project by the end of September 2026.   

 

 

 
For updates and additional information 
visit MoreBeachToLove.com.  

 

Construction staging areas are 
highlighted by the blue circles below.  
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