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115.01 Purpose 

The purpose of this chapter shall be to protect the public health and welfare of Dare County citizens by 
prohibiting the sale of adulterated Kratom and prohibiting the sale of any Kratom product to Persons 
under 21 years of age in Unincorporated Dare County.   

 

115.02 Definitions 

For the purposes of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates 
or requires a different meaning. 

Adulterated - Adulterated kratom refers to kratom products that have been altered, mixed, or 
contaminated with non-kratom substances, rendering them potentially unsafe or changing their natural 
chemical profile. 

Ingestion - The process of consuming kratom through the mouth, by swallowing into the gastrointestinal 
system or through tissue absorption. 

Inhalation - The process of consuming kratom into the respiratory system through the mouth or nasal 
passages. 

Kratom-   Kratom is an herbal substance derived from the leaves of the Mitragyna speciosa tree, a 
tropical evergreen tree in the Rubiaceae (coffee) family. 

Kratom product - Any consumer commodity containing any quantity of mitragynine or 7-
hydroxymytragynine or both, extracted from the leaf of the plant Mitragyna speciosa. This definition 
includes a synthesized kratom product. 

Manufacture - To compound, blend, extract, infuse, cook, or otherwise manipulate kratom to make, 
prepare, or package kratom products. 



Manufacturer - Any person or entity that engages in the process of manufacturing, preparing, or 
packaging of kratom products. 

Producer - Any person or entity that engages in the process of farming and harvesting kratom that is 
intended to be used in the manufacture of a kratom product. 

Retail dealer - Any person who sells a kratom product to the ultimate consumer of the product, 
including a remote seller. 

Serving - A quantity of a kratom product reasonably suitable for a person's use in a single day. 

Synthesized kratom product - An alkaloid, metabolite, or alkaloid derivative that has been created by 
chemical synthesis or biosynthetic means, including, but not limited to, fermentation, recombinant 
techniques, yeast derived, enzymatic techniques, rather than traditional food preparation techniques, 
such as heating or extracting, that synthetically alters the composition of any kratom alkaloid or 
constituent. 

 

115.03 Prohibited Acts 

The following shall be deemed prohibited acts in unincorporated Dare County: 

1) No person shall knowingly, or having reason to know, sell a kratom product to a person who is 
under 21 years of age. Any retail dealer of kratom products shall demand proof of age from a 
prospective purchaser of kratom products before the kratom products are released to the 
purchaser, if the retail dealer has reasonable grounds to believe that the prospective purchaser 
is under 30 years of age. Any retail dealer that sells a kratom product on an internet website 
shall verify the age of any prospective purchaser and shall use a method of delivery that requires 
the signature of a person at least 21 years of age before the kratom product is released. 
 

2) No person shall knowingly, or having reason to know, sell or distribute samples of kratom 
products in or on a public street, sidewalk, park, or public building. 
 

3) A kratom manufacturer, distributor, or retail dealer shall not prepare, manufacture, distribute, 
or offer for sale any of the following: 
 
(a) A kratom product that is adulterated with a non-kratom substance. A kratom product is 

adulterated with a non-kratom substance if the kratom product is mixed or packed with a 
non-kratom substance and that substance affects the quality or strength of the kratom 
product to such a degree as to render the kratom product injurious to a consumer. 

(b) A kratom product that is contaminated with a non-kratom substance. A kratom product is 
contaminated with a non-kratom substance if the kratom product contains a poisonous or 



otherwise deleterious non-kratom ingredient, including any controlled substance regulated 
by 18 Article 5 of Chapter 90 of the North Carolina General Statutes. 

(c) A kratom extract that contains levels of residual solvents higher than is allowed in the U.S. 
Pharmacopeia 467. 

(d) A kratom product containing a level of 7-hydroxymitragynine in the alkaloid fraction that is 
greater than two percent (2%) or 0.4 mg on a dry matter basis 23 of the overall alkaloid 
composition of the product. 

(e) A kratom product containing any synthetic alkaloids, including synthetic mitragynine, 
synthetic 7-hydroxymitragynine, or any other synthetically derived compounds of the 
kratom plant. 

(f) A kratom product that does not provide adequate labeling directions necessary for safe use 
by consumers, including a recommended serving size, the recommended number of servings 
per day, and the number of servings in the package that is sold. 

(g) A kratom product in any form that is combustible, intended to be used for vaporization, or 
injectable. 

(h) A synthesized kratom product. 
 

115.04 Penalties  

If a person violates any part of this rule, then he (she) shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be 
subject to the sanctions provided in Chapter 130A Section 25 of the North Carolina General Statutes. 

 


