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Construction Progress 
Dare County has officially begun construction of the 2026 Avon Beach Renourishment Project, continuing a long-
term coastal management strategy designed to help protect homes, infrastructure, and public access along the 
shore of Avon Village. Building upon the successful 2022 nourishment effort, this maintenance project will place 
approximately 375,000 cubic yards of sand along ~1 mile of coastline to restore beach width, strengthen dune 
protection, reduce erosion and overwash risks, and help safeguard NC Highway 12.   
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2026 Avon Beach Renourishment 

GLDD hopper dredge, Liberty Island, pumping sand onto Avon Beach on June 5, 2026. 

 
For updates and additional information 
visit MoreBeachToLove.com.  
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On Thursday, May 28, Great Lakes Dredge & Dock Company’s (GLDD) hopper dredge, Liberty Island, initiated beach 
fill operations for the Avon Beach Renourishment Project. Beginning in the central portion of the project area at 
Seaside Street (across from Food Lion), construction is moving north toward the Avon Fishing Pier before work 
continues southward to complete the project.  As of June 8, dredging operations were between Yucca Street and 
Pampas Drive. Weather permitting, GLDD estimates it will take 2–3 weeks to complete the nourishment project.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GLDD’s hopper dredge, Liberty Island, arrived at Avon Village on Thursday, May 28, to begin 
pumping sand for the 2026 Avon Beach Renourishment Project.  
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Once pumping in the northern portion of the Avon project area is complete, contractors will begin working south 
from Pampas Drive until they complete the southern taper (across from Greenwood Place). 

 

 
Nourishment sand is excavated from a borrow area 
located 2–3 miles offshore. The new sand is similar 
in texture to the native beach but slightly darker. 
It will soon be bleached by the sun over the next few 
weeks to the point that the nourished beach and 
the native beach will be indistinguishable. 

GLDD's survey team is collecting before-dredging 
(BD) and after-dredging (AD) measurements of the 
beach with the Coastal Research Amphibious 
Buggy (CRAB). This 35-foot-tall three-legged survey 
vessel can operate in 20 feet of water and helps 
surveyors measure the beach safely. 

 

 

GLDD’s survey vehicle, the Coastal Research 
Amphibious Buggy (CRAB). 
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Summer Construction and 
Environmental Protection Measures 
Nourishment during the summer months is necessary in the northern Outer Banks 
because of the occurrence of high wave conditions during the remainder of the 
year. Consequently, state and federal permits require a series of environmental 
protection measures. These measures include relocation trawling ahead of the 
dredge, qualified endangered species observers on the dredge, and daytime and 
nighttime sea turtle monitors on the beach to coincide with project construction. 
In addition, beach morphology, sand characteristics, and biological composition 
will be monitored before and after nourishment to quantify potential impacts on 
the ecosystem.    

 

 
 
 

Job Site Safety and NPS Ramp #38 

Job site safety is GLDD's top priority. The general public is required to stay 
away from the active construction zone and keep off the shore pipes that 
are stored on the beach.  

Cape Hatteras National Seashore Ramp #38 and its parking lot have been 
designated as the project's staging area and beach access. The parking lot 
will be closed through July 15, 2026. Visitors with beach driving permits can 
expect intermittent, short-term delays when entering and exiting the ramp 
while beach nourishment equipment is moved safely to and from the beach. 
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Anticipated Impacts to Beachfront Properties 
Approximately 1,000 feet of shoreline may be affected by active construction at any given time, with portions 
temporarily closed to the public. This includes a buffer between the active construction zone, and portions of the 
beach open to the public, to ensure safety for residents and visitors using the beach. When construction is not 
actively underway, the closure area will typically be reduced to approximately 500 feet and will remain in place 
until work resumes. 

Construction is expected to impact individual beachfront properties for approximately 2–3 days, with crews 
typically advancing 200–300 feet per day. Backup alarms from construction equipment and temporary nighttime 
lighting may be noticeable during operations. Completed sections are generally reopened within 24 hours. Sand 
ramps will be installed over the shore pipe at regular intervals, and beachgoers must use these designated crossings 
when passing through the construction area. 

There will be a very wide beach immediately after nourishment, and the beach face will initially be steeper than the 
natural slope. These results are a necessary part of the construction process, designed to take advantage of natural 
forces, such as waves and currents, to move sand offshore. Following nourishment, it is typical for the newly 
constructed dry-sand beach to become narrower and for the beach face to adjust to its natural slope. 

Construction Schedule and Progress Map 
Dare County and various resource agencies have approved the final nourishment plans. The county reserves the right 
to adjust the plans within permit conditions based on beach condition at the time of construction. The Avon project 
involves placing approximately 375,000 cubic yards of sand along a ~1-mile stretch of shoreline extending from Avon 
Pier to Greenwood Place. Weather permitting, GLDD anticipates completing the work in approximately 2–3 weeks. 

 

  

 
For updates and additional information 
visit MoreBeachToLove.com.  
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