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April 11 - Outbreak Associated
with Synthetic Cannabinoids Use:
The CDC recommends that
healthcare providers, especially those
in or near lllinois, maintain a high
index of suspicion for vitamin K-
dependent antagonist coagulopathy
in patients presenting with clinical
signs of coagulopathy in patients
presenting with clinical signs of
coagulopathy, bleeding unrelated to
injury, or bleeding without another
explanation and with a possible
history of synthetic cannabinoids use.
Alert includes additional details of the
outbreak and patient screening
recommendations.

April 20 - Carbapenem Resistant
Enterobacteriaceae: North
Carolina Division of Public Health
(NCDPH) provided updated
information multi-drug resistant
organisms (MDROs), specifically,
carbapenem-resistant
Enterobacteriaceae (CRE) and to
reinforce important prevention,
detection and response measures for
responding to MDROs. Alert includes
recommendations on surveillance,
notification, and prevention.

May 11 - Arboviral Diseases &
Tickborne lllnesses: LaCrosse virus
encephalitis (LACE) is the most
commonly reported endemic arboviral
infection, with approximately 20
reported cases annually in NC.
Tickborne illnesses continue to cause
significant morbidity in North
Carolina. Alerts include
recommendations for surveillance,
actions for providers to take, and
treatment.

Are you receiving our Blast Faxes?
If not, please contact Kelly Nettnin at
252.475.5036 or
kelly.nettnin@darenc.com to update
your contact information. Blast Faxes
are also now available on our new
website. Visit darenc.com/providers to
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Each year more than two million
vulnerable and older adults are victims of
abuse, neglect and/or exploitation. Elder
abuse is an under recognized problem
with devastating and even life threatening
consequences. Experts estimate that only
1in 5 cases are reported.

North Carolina is a mandated reporting
state. The Adult Protective Services law
requires anyone who has reasonable
cause to believe an adult is a victim of
abuse, neglect or exploitation to report
this to the county department of social
services. This law affects adults, regardless
of their living situation, who are
incapacitated or disabled due to mental
or physical abilities.

North Carolina law states that protective
services may be needed in the event that
the adult is a victim of abuse, neglect, or
exploitation. Abuse is defined by law as
intentional infliction of pain, injury, or
mental anguish; unreasonable
confinement; or willful deprivation by a
caretaker of services necessary to keep a
person mentally or physically well. Neglect
is defined by law as the inadequate care
of a disabled adult who therefore does
not receive the services that are necessary
to maintain his mental and physical
health. Exploitation is defined by law as
illegal or improper use of a disabled adult
or his resources for another’s profit or
advantage.

To make a report, the name and address
of the disabled adult, their age, the
nature and extent of the injury or
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condition that results from abuse or
neglect, the caretaker’s name and
address, and other pertinent information
will need to be provided to the social
worker. Anyone who reports suspected
abuse, neglect or exploitation of a
disabled adult has immunity from any civil
or criminal liability that may arouse after
the report is made (unless there was an
act of malice or bad faith).

Elder Abuse Awareness Month runs from
May 14 - June 18, 2017 and is used as a
time to educate all on the importance of
working together to protect adults from
abuse, neglect and exploitation. For more
information, please call our Social Services
Division at 252.475.5500.

Who is considered a “disabled adult”
by law?

Anyone who is 18 or older and is physically
or mentally incapacitated by mental
retardation, cerebral palsy, epilepsy,
autism, organic brain damage cause by
advanced age, or any other physical
degeneration connected with these
disabilities.

Any adult who is physically or mentally
incapacitated by conditions incurred at any
age as a result of accident, organic brain
damage, mental or physical illness, or
continued consumption or absorption of
"substances.”

Lawfully emancipated minors who are
incapacitated as defined above.

Zika Virus & Your Patients ‘™™™ ™ ™™™’

We have Zika Prevention Rack Cards
available for healthcare providers to
disseminate to concerned patients. The
card is based off of the CDC
recommendations, and it is a great tool
that patients can take with them to
remind them of mosquito and Zika Virus

prevention measures. Additional
information is always available at
darenc.com/zika. If you would like a
supply, please contact our
Communications Specialist, Kelly
Nettnin, at 252.475.5036 or
kelly.nettnin@darenc.com
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Special Medical Needs Registry
Qrt1 Apr May

Communicable Disease Dare County has a significant population with “special needs”, normally

defined as “...individuals who would need assistance with medical care or

2018 2018 2018

AIDS 0 0 0 personal care during evacuations and sheltering because of physical or
Campylobacter 0 0 0 mental impairments”. Special consideration must be given to this
; population’s needs during an emergency. Please remind any of your
Chlamydia 23 9 10 patients that may be considered to have “special needs” to participate in
E.Coli (Shiga toxin- Producing) 0 0 0 the voluntary Special Medical Needs Registry. They can do so by calling our
» 1 > Social Services Division at 252.475.5500 or visiting darenc.com/specialneeds
Gonorrhea to download the form.
Haemophilus influenza 0 0 0
Hepatitis B —chronic 1 0 0 Who reports communicable disease cases and to whom?
Hepatitis C—acute 0 0 0 Physicians, school administrators and child care operators, medical facilities
Hepatitis C—chronic 15 6 7 and operators of restaurants and other food or drink establishments (G.S. §
HIV 0 0 0 130A-135 through 130A-139) must report cases or suspected cases of
reportable diseases to their local health department, which in turn reports
Latent TB infection 2 0 0 this information to the N.C. Division of Public Health (NCDPH) (G.S. § 103A
: -140). Laboratories may report to the local health department, except in the
Lyme disease > 0 0 case of syphilis results, which the laboratories must report directly to the
Meningitis 1 0 0 Communicable Disease Branch or the nearest regional office (10A NCAC
NGU 0 0 0 41A .0102). In North Carolina, hospital emergency department visits also
- are reported to the NCDPH, which in turn provides the data, as authorized
Salmonellosis ! 0 0 by North Carolina law and in accordance with HIPAA regulations, to the
Syphilis (primary) 0 0 2 CDC (G.S. § 130A-480). Healthcar_e_—gssociated infections_(HAIs) are
B 5 5 5 reported directly by healthcare facilities to the CDC's National Healthcare
Safety Network (NHSN), which then provides the data to N.C. DPH.
Vibrio vulnifcus 0 0 0 Reportable diseases are monitored by DPH's Communicable Disease

Surveillance Unit (CDSU) and Medical Consultation Unit (MCU).

PO Box 669 | Manteo, NC 27954
Health 252.475.5003 | Social Services 252.475.5500 | Veterans Services 252.475.5604 | darenc.com/hhs
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