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Occupancy Taxes for Short Term 
Rentals of Real Property   
Through state legislation, the North Carolina 
General Assembly has authorized Dare County to 
levy Occupancy Taxes on gross receipts of room, 
lodging and accommodations rentals. Occupancy 
Taxes in Dare County are currently levied at a rate 
of 6% of the gross rental amount.  

Property owners or their agents who rent 
accommodations, including AirBnB, VRBO, etc. on 
a short-term basis (for a stay of at least one day 
but fewer than 90 continuous days) must collect 
occupancy tax from the renter and hold it in trust 
until it is remitted monthly to Dare County. The tax 
does not apply to a private residence or cottage 
that is rented less than 15 days in a calendar year.
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How is the Occupancy Tax Used? 
Once collected, the 6% occupancy taxes are 
distributed as outlined by state statutes: 

• 3% distributed to the Towns and Dare
County for tourist-related purposes,
including construction and maintenance
of public facilities and buildings, garbage,
refuse, solid waste collection and disposal,
police protection and emergency services.
(H.B. 532, 1985 Session)

• 1% distributed to the Outer Banks Visitors
Bureau for administration and to promote
tourism. One fourth of this money must be
used for services or programs needed due to
the impact of tourism on the county.
(H.B. 225, 1991 Session)

• 2% for beach nourishment.
(S.B. 92, 2001 Session)

For more information
Contact	the	Tax	Collections	Office	at	252.475.5957	

Our mailing address is: 
P.O. Box 1000  
Manteo,	NC	27954.




