We have a new mission!

The Dare County Department of Health & Human
Services is committed to meeting the evolving
health and social needs of our community.

We are here to help with various public
concerns that can impact health or
wellness.

Please contact us for unconventional concerns
such as: tattoo parlors, registering of home
births, affidavits of paternity, and bringing health
concerns forward to our board for rulemaking.

We have a Foster Family Training
Approaching

Our next Foster Family training is taking

e Tidings
Daring to Protect our Air M ™™

In January of 2010, North Carolina law (N.C. General Statute
130A-497) required nearly all restaurants and bars to become
smoke-free. It was no surprise to see that in just five years, this
law improved air quality in these establishments, helped to
reduce smoking, and reduce weekly ER visits for heart attacks by
21%. All of this was accomplished without hurting the business
of these establishments.

A Dare County Board of Health & Human Services’ rule, which
came into effect on July 1, 2015 extended the current legislation
to include Electronic Nicotine Delivery Systems (ENDS), including
but not limited to e-cigarettes, e-hookahs, hooka pens, e-cigars
and vape-pens. All ENDS products are prohibited from use inside
restaurants and bars.

We are working with our local restaurants and bars in
collaboration with the Partnerships to Improve Community
Health (PICH) Grant to assist with creating and providing
appropriate signage and educational materials. For more
information on this new public health rule and educational
initiative please call 252.475.5003.

We are here to he|p with Patient Education W

Our team has recently created some
publications that you may find
helpful for your patients. Please call

Helping Women Recover, Keeping
Current, Peer Power, School Health,
Summer Camps, Early Care &

Rules, effectiveness for quitting
smoking, and other options to
consider.

us at 252.475.5036 for electronic files Education, and Health Education for

or hard copies.

Substance Abuse Services

This trifold brochure contains
information about our substance
abuse programs including: Freedom
from Smoking, Children’s Group,

Hurricane Season is upon us

Across the United States, extreme weather events are o
creating new healthcare challenges. Dare County
residents are especially prone to tropical weather

Adults.

The Truth about E-Cigarettes
This card provides information about programs, and last resort disposal
ENDS (Electronic Nicotine Delivery
Systems) exposure risks, hazards,

North Carolina Laws, Dare County

Disposal of Prescription Pills
This card provides information about
medication safety, local take back

methods.

In patients with unconfirmed vaccination history,
administer tetanus immune globulin in conjunction
with an appropriate tetanus vaccine to immediately

hazards and their associated effects on health. Tetanus
is a disease that may be exacerbated by summer
weather and can be transmitted in contaminated flood
water. For potential tetanus exposure, the CDC
recommends the following:

e Check tetanus vaccination history; if unconfirmed,
incomplete, or out of date, administer a tetanus
vaccination (DTaP, Tdap, or Td) as appropriate.

protect from tetanus.

Additionally, new research (found here http:/
www.bmj.com/content/347/bmj.f4249) shows that the
effectiveness of the pertussis vaccine may wane earlier
than previously thought. This underscores the
importance of maintaining protection against these
dangerous diseases by regularly boosting your tetanus
and pertussis immunity.



Who reports communicable disease cases and to whom? iy e e ey’

Physicians, school administrators and child care operators, medical facilities and operators of restaurants and other food or
drink establishments (G.S. § 130A-135 through 130A-139) must report cases or suspected cases of reportable diseases to their
local health department, which in turn reports this information to the N.C.
Division of Public Health (G.S. § 103A-140). Laboratories may report to the
local health department, except in the case of syphilis results, which the

Communicable Diseases Jan.-Dec. Jan. - Aug.

laboratories must report directly to the Communicable Disease Branch or Reported 2014 2015
the nearest regional office (10A NCAC 41A .0102). In North Carolina, AIDS 0 0
hospital emergency department visits also are reported to the Division of
Public Health (DPH), which in turn provides the data, as authorized by Campylobacter 2 1
North Carolina law and in accordance with HIPAA regulations, to the CDC  |Chlamydia 90 61
(G.S. § 130A-480). Healthcare-associated infections (HAIs) are reported s — -
directly by healthcare facilities to the CDC's National Healthcare Safety E. Coli (Shiga toxin-producing) ! 0
Network (NHSN), which then provides the data to N.C. DPH. Reportable Gonorrhea 8 19
diseases are monitored by DPH's Communicable Disease Surveillance Unit  |Hepatitis B carrier 0 1
(CDSU) and Medical Consultation Unit (MCU). —
Hepatitis C 1 0
Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza HIV 1 0
. . Latent TB infection 9 1
Are you and your patients aware of the threat posed by Highly T etorios] p p
Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI)? isteriosis
Meningitis 0 0
Read more here: http://www.ncagr.gov/avianflu/. NGU 11 0
Salmonellosis 5 3
While this flu virus does not currently pose a threat to human Svon : p 5
health, its spread has dire implications for our agricultural yphilis (primary)
economy. Backyard flock owners are essential to the Shigellosis 1 0
survelllance effort and are bemg asked to register their poultry B 0 0
- Vibrio wlnifcus 0 0
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